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gether until bitter feuds sprang up between them during
the nineteenth century. Sudden raids were followed by
sanguinary reprisals, and the restoration of order was
frequently attended with much bloodshed. Since I860
the Druses began to withdraw from the Lebanon and
settle in the Hauran uplands, and in the Lebanon
district they now (1907) number scarcely more than
30,000. But in Hauran they find themselves opposed
to new enemies, the Arab Bedouins and the Circassians
who settled in the province of Damascus after their
expulsion from the Caucasus by the Eussians. In 1895
the Druses flew to arms, driven to desperation by the
raids of these tribes and the oppression of the Turkish
pashas. But all these forces acting in concert, they
were completely routed towards the end of the year,
when twenty of their villages were burnt and all the
inhabitants of both sexes put to the sword.

There are some 50,000 Christian Gi-eeks in the
Lebanon. Some "Ishniaelites" also dwell here, descended
from the murderous sect of " Assassins," who have given
a familiar word to most European languages, Here also
are some 15,000 Mussulmans on the skirts of the range,
and about the same number of Metepllis .or Shiah sec-
taries, who are generally regarded with suspicion by their
neighbours.

North of the Lebanon we enter the domain of the
mysterious (Nusarieh/ race, which gives its name to the
northern coast range, and forms the majority of the
population along the whole of these uplands, and even
beyond the Amanus mountains, right into Cilicia, as far
as Adana and Tarsus. Here dwelt from the remotest
times the(Nazarini,W whom the ancients seem to have
known as little as we do of their direct descendants, the
Nusarieh. These highlanders live and die in their moun-
tain homes, which they never willingly leave. Tillage